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Prior to Contact

William M. Denevan
writes that, "The
discovery of America was
followed by possibly the
greatest demographic
disaster in the history of
the world.”

Research by some
scholars provides
population estimates of
the pre-contact Americas
to be as high as 112
million in 1492, while
others estimate the
population to have been
as low as eight million. In
any case, the native
population declined to
less than six million by
1650.

The Native Population of the
Americas in 1492

Second Revised Edition
Edited by William M. Denevan

With a Foreword by W. George Lovell
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Quick History:

Creation of Indian Act (1876) and reserves
(1853 - Kitigan Zibi)

» Pandemics - Smallpox (late 1800’s), Spanish
Flu (1918), Tuberculosis (TB)

» The pass system - needed a permit to leave
the reserve and return;

» Post-secondary education - needed to
enfranchise to attend university - removed
out of Indian in 1965 and other restrictions
such as retaining legal counsel.

» The residential school system - taking of
the children (TB); (First school 1831,
official system 1883) - Children forbidden
to speak their language. Led to the TRC
report 2016

Indian Day Schools (language loss), Sixties
Scoop, MMIWG, Sterilization of Native
Women, Human Rights Tribunal on Child
Welfare.

Bref historiqu

Création de la loi sur les Indié€
reserves (1853 - Kitigan Zibi)

Pandémies - variole (fin des an
grippe espagnole (1918), tuberc

Le systeme des laissez-passer - il
permis pour quitter la réserve et

L'éducation post-secondaire - il falla
affranchi pour aller a luniversité - s
en 1965 pour les Indiens et d'autres

restrictions telles que le recours a un ¢

Le systeme des pensionnats - ['enleveme
enfants (TB) ; (premiere école 1831, syst
officiel 1883) - les enfants n'ont pas le d
de parler leur langue. Rapport de la
Commission Vérité et Réconciliation :

Ecoles indiennes (perte de la lang
Scoop, MMIWG, stérilisation des
autochtones, Tribunal des droi
sur la protection de l'enfan



Ethical Space and
Cultural Safety

HISTORY:

As part of a policy of
assimilation, the

federal government banned
ceremonies and gatherings from
1884 to 1951 in an amendment
to the Indian Act.

The government and its
supporters saw the ceremony as
anti-Christian, reckless and
wasteful of personal property.

While some communities
continued to perform the
ceremony in secrecy, others
upheld the prohibition in fear of
government persecution.

Espace éthique
securite culturel

HISTOIRE :

Dans le cadre d'une politique
dassimilation, le gouverneme
féderal a interdit les
céremonies et les
rassemblements de 1884 a 1951
en modifiant la loi sur les
Indiens. Le gouvernement et ses
partisans considéraient la
céremonie comme anti-
chrétienne, imprudente et
gaspilleuse de biens personnels.

Si certaines communautes ont
continué a pratiquer la

ceréemonie en secret, dautre
ont maintenu linterdictio
crainte des persécution
gouvernementales.



Wampum in the
Northeastern First Nations
of Turtle Island Prior to
Contact - Inherent (Prior to
contact) Understandings

» Part of the colonization process
included the outlawing of gatherings
and ceremony;

* Also, the confiscation and
destruction of sacred items which
are covenantsand governance
understandings etc.

Le wampum chez ¢
nations du nord-es
la Tortue avant l'a
européens - Les con
inheérentes (avant |

« Le processus de colonisatic
comprenait notamment [iin
des rassemblements et des
ceremonies ;

» La confiscation et la destruct
objets sacrés que sont les pact
accords de gouvernance, etc.
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Tree Understanding

Sustainability =

Reciprocity .
Comprehension de :
l'arbre - Durabilité D
= Réciprocite ‘



Exploring the contrast  Explorer le cc
of native and non-  €ntre les compre

native understandings

autochtones
allochtone
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